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New Construction/Renovations Soar

The increase in taxable
value this year topped $419
million. This increase repre-
sents the net value of new
construction and renova-
tions since the last annual
roll was delivered by the
Municipal Assessment
Agency.

The Agency provides real
property assessment to 229
municipalities in the prov-
ince, excluding the City of
St. John’s. The 2009 assess-
ment rolls were delivered to
municipalities in early Oc-
tober. This is not a revalua-
tion year, and increases in
matket value are not re-
flected in this assessment.

“The level of increase was
surprising,” said the
Agency’s CEO, Sean Mar-
tin. “Thhis is the largest non-
market increase we have

seen in the Agency’s his-
tory.
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Growth in construction/renovation
expected to continue next year

This represents a 3.5 %
increase in the value of the
total taxable property as-
sessed by the Agency. The
normal rate of increase for
new construction and reno-
vations is in the range of 1-
1.5%.

While most property own-
ers did not see any change
in their assessed values with
this assessment, the 2010

2009 Fees Approved

The Agency’s Board of
Director’s approved the
Agency’s 2009 fees for as-
sessment services during a
recent meeting in Car-
bonear. The new fee struc-
ture is $28.00 per account,
an increase of $2.00 per

account from the 2008
level.

The increase will help the
Agency address some of
the anticipated salary in-
crease for the Agency’s
employees. The unionized
employees are members of

revaluation will increase
values across the province.

“The increase from con-
struction and renovation
was seen across the prov-
ince, in large and small mu-
nicipalities. Early indica-
tions show a significant
increase in assessed values
next year from the market
revaluation,” said Martin.
“At the same time, the in-
creases occurring in the
market this year won’t be
reflected in the 2010 valua-
tions, since we must report
the value as of January
2008.”

The Assessment Act, 2006
requires the Agency to as-
sess all property to a new
base date every three years.
For the 2010 assessment,
the base date will be Janu-
ary 2008.

the General Service bar-
gaining group of NAPE,
and are expected to receive
wage increases in the range
of 8%, 4%, 4%, and 4%
over four years, retroactive
to April 2008.
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New Board Member

Following a by-election in
April 2008, Deputy Mayor
Cyril Langdon joined the
Agency’s board as the Cen-
tral Director. He is a retired
employee of Newfoundland
Power and now a full time
volunteet.

A long time member of the
Nortis Arm Town Council,
Deputy Mayor Langdon was
honored for his 20 years as
an elected official during the
Municipalities Newfound-
land and Labrador recent

Annuval Meeting During MNL

The Agency held its annual
general meeting following
the luncheon on Thursday,
October 9, 2008 at the Mu-
nicipalities Newfoundland
and Labrador convention in
Corner Brook. Board Chair
Fred Best hosted the meet-
ing and introduced the other
members of the Board.

Mayor Best took time to

convention. Cyril is also
active within the region serv-
ing as:

o Vice-Chair of the Ex-
ploits Valley Economic
Development Corpora-
tion

e  Chair of the Natural
Resources Committee,

EVEDC

e  Member Tourism Com-
mittee, EVEDC

e Chair, Exploits Valley
Heritage Council

acknowledge the support of
Minister Denine and his
officials in Municipal Affairs
for assistance in obtaining
the cooperation of the Of-
fice of the Chief Information
Officer. The Agency will
save a considerable sum of
money in hosting our serv-
ers.

The Agency’s CEO, Sean

Supplementary Schedule

The Agency has established
a generic supplemental
schedule for 2009. There are
four planned supplemental
rolls and the notices will be
mailed :

e March 25, 2009
e June 30, 2009

e  October 2, 2009
e January 5, 2010

The supplemental assess-
ment roll will be delivered to
each community prior to
these dates. The annual no-
tices will be mailed on Octo-

ber 2, 2009.

e Co-chair, Flying Boat
Festival International
Committee

e  Treasurer of the Norris
Arm Heritage Society

e  Member, Norris Arm
and Area Development
Committee

Cyril is married to Eva Par-
sons from Dover, NL. They
have two children, Chtis and
Trent and daughter-in-law
Tammy, and two grandchil-
dren, twin boys Noah and
Riley.

Convention

Martin, presented the an-
nual report and highlighted
the Agency’s positive bot-
tom line for 2008. Copies of
the annual report will be
forwarded to all municipali-
ties when they arrive from
the printers.

Thank you to MNL and all
who attended!

Please contact our regional
office if these dates are in-
convenient and we will try to
accommodate your con-
cerns. Also, if you wish to
arrange more frequent sup-
plementals throughout the
year, we will work with you
to meet your need.
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Training Sessions Scheduled

Opver the past few months
we have received several
enquiries from new munici-
pal staff regarding the sched-
uling of our Property Assess-
ment Workshops. These
workshops are meant for all
municipal staff who have a
role and a responsibility in
dealing with property assess-
ment at the municipal level.

Both new and experienced

staff, as well as elected offi-
cials, and assessment review
commissioners will find the

Fee Schedules

On October 24, 2008, the
Municipal Assessment
Agency sent letters to all its
municipal clients informing
them of their assessment fee
for 2009. The letters in-
cluded the number of parcels
and tenants used by the
Agency to calculate the mu-
nicipality’s fee for the com-

workshop information help-
ful. Participation at this
seminar will help attendees
improve their ability to get
the most benefit from their
investment in the property
assessment system.

We have scheduled work-
shops in the following loca-
tions on November 27,
2008. All brochures and reg-
istration forms have been
sent by Catherine Budgell of
MTDC.

Mailed

ing year. Parcels with a value
of less than $500 and parcels
of crown land are excluded
from the fee calculation.

The letter also provides the
amount the Agency will in-
voice quartetly to munici-
palities for the assessment
fee.

November 27th, 2008
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

o Deer Lake Motel,
Deer Lake

e Holiday Inn,
St. John’s

Gander Hotel, Gander

Please Note: Participants in
our training sessions are eli-
gible to receive funding un-
der the Matched Training
Financial Assistance Pro-

gram.

Municipalities with questions
about their fees, or those
who desire a different pay-
ment plan (monthly for ex-
ample), are encouraged to
contact our Manager of Ac-
counts, Rosemarie Evans at
revans(@maa.ca ot by phone
at 1-877-777-2807.

Agency Establishes Windmill Policy

To address the emergence of
windmills as alternative en-
ergy resoufce in our prov-
ince, the Agency has adopted
a policy on assessing wind-
mills.

Director of Valuations, Deb-
orah Allen, reviewed the
assessment of windmills
across Canada and, in par-

ticular, within Atlantic Can-
ada.

The policy identifies the
land, buildings, tower and
foundation as assessable
components. The nacelle,
generator and associated
equipment, cables, poles,
power lines and substation
equipment are deemed to be

machinery and, or equip-
ment. Under the Assessment
Act, 2006, machinery and
equipment are not assess-
able.

Windmills will be assessed as
“special purpose property”
under Sections 17 and 18 of
the Assessment Act , 2006.

Training sessions are a great
opportunity to network and
learn from peers.
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The Municipal Assessment Agency is responsible to provide assessed property

values for

the 229

municipalities

the property tax. As a service provider to the towns, communities, and regions,

including the City of Mount Pearl and the City of Corner Brook, which rely on

property taxation for funding, we are cognizant of the importance of the assess-

niet function. [Oor&ixty-two employees provide the assessment service to these

municipalities from eleven locations throughout the province.

The Agency is a crown owned corporation with the Minister of Municipal Affairs

as its sole shareholder and is governed by a twelve member board of directors.

The board is representative of the agency's stakeholders with six municipal rep-

resentatives, two taxpayer representatives, two representatives of the provincial

government, and a representative from each of Municipalities Newfoundland

and Labrador and the Newfoundland and Labrador Association of Municipal

Administrators. To complete the Board, client municipalities elect the six municipal

representatives, while the province appoints the taxpayer and government rep-
Partners in local servic esentatives. The remaining representatives are appointed by their respective

associations.

Wel come Bryantods Cove
I

The Town of Bryant’s Cove
has entered into an agree-
ment to utilize the services
of the Municipal Assessment
Agency to implement prop-
erty tax as its primary source
of revenue. Property asses-
sors are currently conducting
inspection in the municipal-
ity, and compiling all of the
required information to have
an assessment in place for

January 2009.

The Town of Bryant’s Cove
is located in the Conception

Bay North region of the
Avalon Peninsula. It is situ-
ated adjacent to both the
Town of Upper Island Cove
and the Town of Harbour
Grace. The town was incor-
porated in 1977 and has a
population of approximately
450 residents.

Bryant’s Cove is a typical
small rural Newfoundland
community. The town’s
roots are in the fishery; how-
ever, as is the case with
many small communities in

the province, a big portion
of its workforce is now
working and commuting to
the province of Alberta.

The town has approximately
170 residential properties
and a small commercial base.

The Municipal Assessment
Agency welcomes the town
as a client, and looks forward
to working with the commu-
nity in providing real prop-
erty assessment service.
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